Livestock keeping at urbanized areas is increasing folds in rate now-a-days in Bangladesh. To characterize the urban livestock keeping practices and its implications on public health and environmental issues in Mymensingh, Gazipur and Shariatpur municipality, Bangladesh, a questionnaire survey was carried out. Ninety livestock keepers were freely characterized and data were obtained Disease outbreaks are 21%, 18%, 17%, 16%, 13%, and 10% of ecto-parasite, mastitis, helminthosis, lumpy skin disease, wounds, and diarrhoea. 14% livestock owner follow vaccination program to keep better their animals from viral or bacterial infections. All the respondents (100%) are aware that livestock keeping could have a negative effect on urban health and environment. More than 50% of the respondents choose dung and urine disposal, malodor and blocked roads are the major damages caused by livestock. Strategies for controlling the damages were as follows: awareness through broadcasting documentary via mass media (4.33), regular health check via veterinary services (3.96), keeping database and regular updated of livestock keepers (3.82), proper disposal of waste (3.69), strengthening rules and policy development for local authority (3.61), reducing numbers of animal (3.48), provision of extension services (3.47), cleaning vicinity daily (3.32). There were some measures taken from public interviewing which need to amend for keeping health and environment free from diseases and pollution.
Introduction
At present, the total population of Bangladesh is about 160 millions of which about 40 millions are living in urban areas. The poverty rate as well as undernourishment is the main triggering issues for the residents of rural areas. In every year, a significant number of people move from rural to urban areas for better livelihood. It is expected that by the year 2025, about half of the rural population will be living in urban centers and poverty will have increasingly moved from rural to urban areas in Bangladesh.
Indeed, with the declining purchasing power in the urban areas, many urban households have responded with diversification of income sources, the most notable one being urban animal agriculture (Greenhow, 1994) . Animal agriculture in Bangladesh mainly based on cattle, goat, sheep, and buffaloes and they represents about 28%, 67%, 3% and 2%, respectively (FAO, 2013) .
It is assumed that 2% of the total livestock are available in urban and peri-urban areas of Bangladesh. Urban livestock provides a steady food supply, income and emotional value, gives status, savings, and tradition, and also sustains ecological functions (by cleaning waste).
Interestingly, urban livestock production system is operating unplanned and densely populated neighborhoods which has negative impact on public health and also introduces environmental pollutions (UNDP, 1996) . The prevailing condition of beef or dairy cattle production is not well organized. However, livestock keeping in urban and peri-urban areas is a common and popular practices and now being dynamically popularized throughout the country's municipal areas. In urban areas, it creates a lot of problems such as dung and urine disposal, disease risk, and theft; above all it threatens public health via transmitting SARS and avian influenza, zoonotic diseases and tapeworm infestations (Hans et al., 2012) .
A critical issue has grown that most of the "flying herds" in municipal areas eat mixed form of wastes (food and kitchen leftover, green waste, papers, paints, chemicals, fertilizer, pesticides, herbicides, tannery wastes and medical wastes). Smith (2009) 
Data collection
Data were collected through direct interview and making frequent personal visit. Before making actual interview, the objectives of the study were explained clearly to the farmers.
Then the questions were asked in a very simple manner with explanation whenever necessary.
Parameters in Interview schedule
The interview schedule contained the following Results and Discussion Types of livestock reared in the study area Livestock rearing practices Grooming and washing 57
Removal of sick animals 13
Parasitic infestation is a common health risk found in urban livestock production systems (Omudu and Amuta, 2007) . Generally, farmers Note: The questionnaire adopted five-point scale to evaluate neutralizing measures for public health and environmental hazards. The scale was assigned values as follows; none = 1; little = 2; more = 3; substantial = 4; and the most = 5. A mean score of 3.0 was obtained. Any item with a score of 3.0 and above was regarded as a neutralizing measure while items with mean less than 3.0 were not taken as neutralizer. There are some measures taken from public interviewing which need to amend for keeping health and environment from disease and pollution free.
